Reading Questions for “Assimilation and Its Discontents: Between Rhetoric and Reality” by Ruben Rumbaut.  (see syllabus) If you have a copy of the earlier version of these questions, please recycle it and use this updated one.  Questions 1-12 are fair game for a quiz on our next class meeting date.
1. In the first sentence of the abstract, what is the typical conception (definition) of the term assimilation?

2. In the third sentence of the abstract, there is a list of outcomes that get worse through time in the United States.  List all of these outcomes.

3. Summarize what Max Weber was saying on pages 923 and 924.

4. Write out Theodore Roosevelt’s views about assimilation.

5. The author uses the phrase “ethnocentric pretensions” several places in the article.  What does he mean by this term? (pp. 923, 924, and more)

6. Henry James critiqued Roosevelt’s view.  Restate his formulation of ideal assimilation.

7. On the section about infant mortality, the author states that conventional wisdom would expect these least Americanized groups of disadvantaged groups to exhibit worse than average health outcomes, but the opposite is true…  a) What are the national origins of the groups that he is referring to, and b) what reason(s) does he suggest for why they could be expected to have high levels of infant mortality? (what characteristics do their groups have that would suggest that they are at risk?)

8. Continuing on with the topic of infant mortality, what did Eberstein’s and Becerra et al. and others find when comparing immigrant women (born in other countries) with US-born women of the same racial/ethnic groups? (pages 930-931)  

9. In the first full paragraph of page 932, summarize the general picture of the infant health outcomes, and the 9 factors listed that related to the outcomes.

10. Summarize in two or three sentences what can be learned from the HHANES.

11. Summarize the findings about intergenerational assimilation patterns in adolescent health and risk behavior. (p. 933)

12. Is assimilation detrimental to academic achievement?  Summarize in a coherent paragraph.

13. Characterize how rapid the shift is for immigrant youth into English, based on the findings.

14. Continuing on the question of language and ethnic self-identity, what was the boomerang effect that he describes, and what caused it?  How does this outcome differ from what could be expected with conventional assimilation?

15. Summarize the findings at the top of page 943.  How do these attitudes vary by immigrant group, and why were the Vietnamese particularly optimistic?
16. How does the author define socioeconomic assimilation?  

17. Rumbaut contrasts the social class character of contemporary legal immigration along the lines of regions of origin (p. 947).  Summarize the patterns.

18. When on the topic of cultural assimilation, Rumbaut argues against restrictionist discourse, which argues that a moratorium in immigration is needed now to give folks already here a chance to “assimilate”. (p. 947)  He starts by saying that many immigrants…are already Americanized to varying degrees in the countries of origin.  Describe the reasons/forces in play that cause this Americanization outside the United States.
19. What form of media is the most widely shared experience in the United States?  What does the available evidence suggest are the consequences for children in this mode of cultural assimilation? (p. 949)

20. On the topic of linguistic assimilation, fill in the blanks:  “…the capacity to learn and to speak a language like a native is a function of ____, and it is especially high between the ages of ____ and ____ _____ _____ .
21. Is the author worried that the second and third generation will not learn English?  Explain.
22. In the last few pages, the author takes up the topic of “American exceptionalism”.  Describe what is meant by this phrase, and particularly how the US compares to other developed countries.  (see material quoted from Lipset – and note that the comparisons are with other developed countries)
23. How is the material referred to in the previous question important in understanding assimilation in the United States, according to the author?
24. What surprised you the most from this reading?
